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A Note from the
Executive Director

 

The following is a note on the environmental devastation in Pakistan,  from Sr. Anne
Marie, Congregational Secretary, Union of the Presentation of the Blessed Virgin Mary
 
"Dear Sisters, 

As you may be aware, Pakistan has been hit by severe heavy rains resulting in
widespread flooding across the country. The death toll has reached 1,033 and over
3,451 kilometers of roads, 149 bridges, 170 shops, and 949,858 houses have been
damaged.

Sindh has been badly affected and is expected to get worse as the water continues
to travel south. Thank God, so far our Sisters and convents are safe but they face
very challenging times ahead.

The following videos have been shared with us showing the extent of the
devastation being caused:
https://youtube.com/shorts/vrJlnFB87F0?feature=share
https://youtube.com/shorts/sQYFqdj8ZIU?feature=share
https://youtube.com/shorts/3nTKcicu0kw?feature=share

Should you wish to make a donation to help with this crisis, you can send a cheque
made payable to Presentation Sisters and post it to Presentation Sisters, Finance
Office, Main Street, Monasterevin, Co Kildare, W34 PV32.

We ask you to pray for the people in Pakistan at this time. May God protect them
and give them courage and strength to get through these dark and difficult times.
We pray for the families of those who have lost loved ones. Our thoughts are with
all those who have been affected and also for those working in extremely difficult
circumstances to help the recovery efforts.

United in prayer at this time,
Anne Marie"
______________
Forwarded to
Ann Marie Quinn PBVM
IPA Executive Director

A Reflection from the
Spirituality & Charism Animator

 

 
Dear Presentation People, 

Greetings to you. I am happy to send my first Update related to Creation.

Theme - Season of Creation September 1- October 4, 2022

Listen to the Voice of Creation
 
It’s a great to be ALIVE currently, when
we get glimpses of deep Space and Time of
our Universe from the newly launched
James Webb Space Telescope. And it’s yet
wonderful to be told scientifically that our
Universe is still Expanding! 

Listen to the voice of Creation!

Wouldn’t it be equally wonderful to have
our Consciousness expand similarly and
be filled with wonder and awe? 

The UN Earth Charter opens stating, “We
stand at a critical moment in Earth’s
history. A time when humanity must choose its future.” 

Listen to the voice of Creation!

Wouldn’t it wonderful to let ourselves grow with a sense of belonging and a
responsibility?

To grow into a relationship with Creation soulfully enables us to experience the
strength of the seas and the oceans; the fresh air we breathe amidst trees, to be
thrilled with the song of the birds or become still as we hear the waves crashing on
the shores. These experiences and memories nurture our Soul, our Spirit.
Relationships care and enable growth. 

At some point can we sense the Divine as we listen to the voice of Creation? We
may even sense the image of Sacred Beauty imprinted on All Life, in varied yet
significant ways. And each with an unique interiority, just as we sense the Sacred in
our inner being to be carried into our every relationship! 

Blessedness and Brokenness are really part of the same Sacred and Creative story.
Our Expanding Universe also has chaotic Black Holes and Creative Nebulas which
dazzle human understanding. Our silent or violent wars, our race for profit, gains
and comfort as Earthlings can be transformed for justice and peace with a new way
of thinking along with open and compassionate dialogue. The Bible calls us to
relationships, not only among humans but also with other living beings. “You shall
not see your brother’s donkey or his ox fallen down by the way and withhold your
help…” Deut 22: 4

Laudato Si says to us, “We are capable of self-knowledge, of self-possession and of
freely giving our self to entering into communion with other persons” – L.Si 65. 

Our expanding Consciousness can choose to relate to Life in all Creation, listen to
her, Live sustainably with the longing for the future to enjoy all that we have.

Joni Carley, UN ECOSOC Consultant writes, “I see in my work at the UN, where
there is a growing recognition that projects aren’t enough, that a change of
consciousness is needed.”

As we start the Season of Creation with the theme, “Listen to Creation” we can
listen,
     •    To our vulnerable Earth, silently suffering- Droughts, Floods, Warming,
Extinctions of species, in one phrase Climate Change 
     •    As Earthlings how our lifestyle choices make unsustainable footprints on
Her.
     •    As Presentation People to our Creator, “...luring us into a future more
expansive than our minds can conceive...to make space in the womb of our hearts
for possibilities...”– IPA Assembly 2017
     •    As Friends of Nano, to deepen our “ Covenant with Creation”

Perhaps then on October 4th with the poor man of Assisi we can proclaim, 
                     
                     Brother Sun,
                                            Sister Moon, 
                                                             Mother Earth, 
                                                                              Ancestral Universe !!!
-- 
Sr. Lancia Rodrigues
IPA Spirituality and Charism Animator
ipasandcanimator@gmail.com 

A Word from the
Programme Action Leader

 

To the Presentation People:

Over the last several months, you all have received several requests for "Stories of
Impact," which tell the visual and narrative story of IPA's work all around the
world. The Focus Group Chairs have also provided outstanding support for this
initiative, working with you all to demonstrate and articulate the impact your
unit/congregation has had. I am proud to note that, in only the last month or two, I
have received some two-dozen unique contributions, some of which are included in
this Update (see below).

Now, as these stories continue to flow in, my task becomes one of editing,
formatting, and harmonizing the Stories with one another. My goal is to create a
tangible, useful compilation of our ministries and initiatives, to demonstrate the
impact of the IPA global presence. Some of you may receive an outreach from me,
requesting more information or a 1-on-1 meeting, so that I can better help to tell
your story! I look forward to continuing this initiative along with you all. 

Also happening this month, I will be meeting with Union, Conference, and Society
independently in order to review the documentation of the "Justice Contact"
position, as it was detailed on 2017. Your inputs on this form will help us to better
understand the Justice Contact role, your relationship with members of the IPA
Core Team, and how our respective positions can mutually support one another. 

It is also a pleasure this month to have our first contribution from the new
Spirituality and Charism Animator, Sr. Lancia Rodrigues. We are excited and eager
to share in her wisdom, as she emphasizes  the spiritual motivations behind our
critical work. 

As we enter the Season of Creation, I look forward to sharing time with you all,
providing space to dialogue, learn, and share. Please reach out to me at any time to
share additional initiatives and good work happening within your
congregation/unit. 

May our actions continue to foster peace,

Christopher D. Zefting
Programme Action Leader
 
Please follow us on Facebook @InternationalPresenationAssociation and on Twitter @IPA_UN.

An Update from the
UN Representative

 

New York, September 2022
 

Dear friends,        
 
   
The 77th session of the UN General
Assembly will open on Tuesday,
September 13th, 2022 under the
theme “A watershed moment:
transformative solutions to
interlocking challenges”.  The first day of the high-level General Debate will be
Tuesday, 20 September 2022. Click here for more information as it becomes
available by the UN. Here is the provisional agenda of the 77th session  (as of 15
July 2022).

  
 
 
 
 
 

Here is the provisional schedule of the High-Level Meetings of the 77th
Session:
 

Opening of the 77th session of the General Assembly: 13 September
2022 | Mandated Event

Summit on Transforming Education: 19 September 2022 | Convened by the
UN Secretary-General

General debate: Tuesday, 20 September to Monday, 26 September 2022
(including Saturday, 24 September) | Mandated Event

High-level meeting to mark the commemoration of the 30th
anniversary of the adoption of the Declaration on the Rights of Persons
Belonging to National or Ethnic, Religious and Linguistic Minorities: 21
September 2022 | Resolution | Mandated Event

High-level plenary meeting to commemorate the International Day
for the Total Elimination of Nuclear Weapons: 26 September 2022
| Resolution | Mandated Event

 

TRANSFORMING EDUCATION SUMMIT (16-19 September 2022)
 

In the context of a crisis in quality
education and lifelong learning for
all, the UN Secretary-General is
convening the Transforming
Education Summit, as part of
the  Our Common
Agenda  initiative. Often slow and
unseen, this crisis is having a
devastating impact on the futures
of children and youth worldwide.

The Summit seeks to mobilize action, ambition, solidarity and solutions to recover
pandemic-related learning losses, reimagine education for the future and reignite
global efforts to deliver the education-related Sustainable Development Goals by
2030. It will be a unique opportunity to elevate education to the top of the global
political agenda.
 
The Summit brings together the full range of stakeholders that are relevant to the
advancement of the 2030 Agenda’s commitments on education and lifelong
learning, including youth and children, teachers, academia, international
organizations, civil society and the private sector. It is inclusive and youth led.
 
Transforming education starts with children and youth as agents of change. The
Summit is committed to ensure meaningful engagement of young people. To that
end, a Youth Declaration is being developed by youth with the support of the Office
of the Secretary-General's Envoy on Youth, capturing key findings from the various
youth consultations as well as priorities expressed by youth groups. A first draft of
this Declaration was presented at the Pre-Summit in June 2022 and the final
Declaration will be presented at the Summit in September 2022 and will contribute
to inform the Summit Outcome document.
 
The Summit will be preceded by engagements
on Mobilization and Solutions on Friday, 16 September and Saturday, 17
September  respectively. The  Leaders  Day will take place on Monday, 19
September, 2022 at UN Headquarters. 
 
The Mobilization Day (16 September 2022) will be youth-led and youth-
organized and will involve the full participation of a wide range of stakeholders. It
will serve to convey the collective recommendations of youth on transforming
education to decision and policymakers, informed by the Summit Youth
Declaration. It will also focus on mobilizing the global public, youth, teachers, civil
society and others to support the transformation of education across the world.
Ministers and Member State delegations are actively encouraged to participate in
these engagements. Further details will be provided by the UN in due course.
 
The Solutions Day (17 September 2022) will provide a platform for partners to
mobilize support to launch or scale up initiatives connected to the Summit
Thematic Action tracks. The Thematic Action Tracks are key levers to transform
education by focusing on specific areas that need attention. Action Tracks will seek
to mobilize new commitments, by highlighting policy interventions that work, and
leveraging existing initiatives and partnerships, including those that emerged in
response to the COVID-19 pandemic. Coalitions for action or other multi-
stakeholder initiatives that will contribute to transforming education will be
presented on that day.
 
The Leaders Day (19 September 2022) will be dedicated to the presentation of
National Statements of Commitment by Heads of State and Government in the
form of Leaders Roundtables. A limited number of thematic sessions will also be
held to place a focus on cross-cutting priorities for transforming education. Leaders
Day will also feature the presentation of the Summit Youth Declaration and the
Secretary-General’s Vision Statement for Transforming Education.
 
Everyone is free to communicate about the Summit. You may use the following
hashtag #Transforming Education when communicating on social media and
follow the Summit on Twitter at @TransformingEdu.
 

SDG Moment (19 September 2022)
 
The third Sustainable Development Goal Moment (SDG Moment) will take place
on 19 September 2022, during the 77th session of the United Nations General
Assembly. It will be a pivotal moment to highlight inspiring action and keep the
promise of the Sustainable Development Goals. World leaders are expected to
share their perspectives and plans for setting the world on course towards
achieving the SDGs and delivering a more inclusive, sustainable and resilient
future during this  decade of action and transformation. Check here for further
information as it becomes available.
 
The SDG Moment will
build the momentum
needed to show the way
forward for a better future
for all on a safe and healthy
planet. The annual SDG
Moment aims to provide a
snapshot of progress, highlight actions that show change is possible, and advance
the transformations needed to achieve the 2030 Agenda for Sustainable
Development. It was created by the political declaration adopted at the first SDG
Summit in 2019, which mandated the UN Secretary-General to convene the event
as part of every high-level week of the UNGA from 2020 to 2030.
 

Before concluding, I would like to point out that in the August JCs Update,
Christopher and/or his computer inadvertently rearranged the paragraphs in the
second page of my piece, hence it made no sense content-wise, as many of you
might have already noticed. If you wish to read the initial correct piece which I had
submitted for inclusion in the Update please check here.
 
Respectfully,
 
Dr. Despoina Afroditi Milaki
IPA NGO Representative at the UN
August 30, 2022

Voices from the Grassroots
 

Presentation Sisters Rural Outreach
 
"Presentation Sisters Rural Outreach (PSRO) began in 2002. At the
commencement of this work, New South Wales was a drought declared State. The
needs of rural families became very intense and there was a plea for community
initiatives that brought farmers together.

Presentation Sisters fulfilled this community
need, forming a ministry that provides home
visits to rural families, opportunities to
explore and deepen spirituality, community
building activities, workshops to build skills
and resilience, drought response initiatives,
network building, and educational
opportunities. Parenting Education in
particular was a strong need. In reality, it was
not just the education that was necessary, but
rather the building of stronger communities
as parents came together to share what was happening in their family life and
seeking support."
                                         
                                          - with thanks to Bernadette Pattison for the information included. 
 

World Peace and Justice Assembly

"A special assembly was held on 18 July, 2022 at Presentation Convent Senior
Secondary School, Delhi. India (PCS Delhi 6) by the ‘Justice and Peace Club.’ The
purpose of the event was to commemorate the World Peace and Justice Day. The
students of class 11th had a spectacular street play depicting various injustices
inflicted on individuals that disturb one’s peace and harmony. The play also
emphasized on self -justice and inner peace. Students and presenters created an
awareness of their rights, duties and responsibilities through a song ‘Mere sapnon
ko jaanne ka haaq hai’ that promoted a right to information."

                                                  - with thanks to Libania Fernandes for the information included. 
 

Work and Welcome Program

"The Work and Welcome Program is a workplace giving program that provides
short-term paid employment for refugees and migrants. The program was started
in 2000 by a school teacher at a secondary school in Brisbane and the program has
found widespread support in Catholic secondary schools in South East Queensland
over a number of years. The Work and Welcome Program addresses a social
injustice - the displacement of peoples – and resonates with Presentation values of
compassion and hospitality."

                                                         - with thanks to Richard Rogusz for the information included. 
 

We want to hear from you! Submit your "Stories of Impact" using the link HERE!        

More Upcoming Dates
 

- (1 September - 4 October, 2022) Season of Creation
 
"Each year from September 1 to October 4, our world comes together to celebrate
the Season of Creation. As Christians, we share responsibility for taking care of the
earth, our common home, ensuring it’s well-being for the next generation."
 
- (5 September, 2022) International Day of Charity

"Charity, like the notions of volunteerism and philanthropy, provides real social
bonding and contributes to the creation of inclusive and more resilient societies.
Charity can alleviate the worst effects of humanitarian crises, supplement public
services in health care, education, housing and child protection. It assists the
advancement of culture, science, sports, and the protection of cultural and natural
heritage. It also promotes the rights of the marginalized and underprivileged and
spreads the message of humanity in conflict situations."

 
- (7 September, 2022) International Day of Clean Air for Blue Skies
 
"This year’s theme of “The Air We Share” focuses on the transboundary nature of
air pollution, stressing the need for collective accountability and action. It also
highlights the need for immediate and strategic international and regional
cooperation for more efficient implementation of mitigation policies and actions to
tackle air pollution. We all breathe the same air, and one atmosphere protects and
sustains us all. Pollution is a global problem that we must act together to
combat. #TheAirWeShare"

- (8 September, 2022) International Literacy Day [UNESCO]

"Since 1967, International Literacy Day (ILD) celebrations have taken place
annually around the world to remind the public of the importance of literacy as a
matter of dignity and human rights, and to advance the literacy agenda towards a
more literate and sustainable society. Despite progress made, literacy challenges
persist with at least 771 million young people and adults lacking basic literacy skills
today."

- (9 September, 2022) International Day to Protect Education from Attack
 
"Around the world, attacks on children continue unabated, as warring parties flout
one of the most basic rules of war: the protection of children. The protracted nature
of conflicts today is affecting the futures of entire generations of children. Without
access to education, a generation of children living in conflict will grow up without
the skills they need to contribute to their countries and economies, exacerbating
the already desperate situation for millions of children and their families."

- (13-26 September, 2022) 77th Session of the United Nations General
Assembly
 
"The 77th session of the UN General
Assembly will open on Tuesday, September
13th, 2022 under the theme “A watershed
moment: transformative solutions to
interlocking challenges”.

- (16-19 September, 2022) Transforming Education Summit
 

"The Transforming Education
Summit is being convened in
response to a global crisis in
education – one of equity and
inclusion, quality and relevance.
Often slow and unseen, this crisis
is having a devastating impact on
the futures of children and youth
worldwide. The Summit provides a
unique opportunity to elevate

education to the top of the global political agenda and to mobilize action, ambition,
solidarity and solutions to recover pandemic-related learning losses and sow the
seeds to transform education in a rapidly changing world."

- (18 September, 2022) International Equal Pay Day

"International Equal Pay Day, celebrated on 18 September, represents the
longstanding efforts towards the achievement of equal pay for work of equal value.
It further builds on the United Nations' commitment to human rights and against
all forms of discrimination, including discrimination against women and girls.

Across all regions, women are paid less than men, with the gender pay gap
estimated at around 20 per cent globally. Gender equality and the empowerment of
women and girls continue to be held back owing to the persistence of historical and
structural unequal power relations between women and men, poverty and
inequalities and disadvantages in access to resources and opportunities that limit
women’s and girls’ capabilities. Progress on narrowing that gap has been slow.
While equal pay for men and women has been widely endorsed, applying it in
practice has been difficult."

- (21 September, 2022) International Day of Peace
 
"Each year the International Day of Peace is observed around the world on 21
September. The UN General Assembly has declared this as a day devoted to
strengthening the ideals of peace, through observing 24 hours of non-violence and
cease-fire. But achieving true peace entails much more than laying down arms.  It
requires the building of societies where all members feel that they can flourish. It
involves creating a world in which people are treated equally, regardless of their
race."

- (26 September, 2022) International Day for the Total Elimination of Nuclear
Weapons
 
"Achieving global nuclear disarmament is one of the oldest goals of the United
Nations. It was the subject of the General Assembly’s first resolution in 1946, which
established the Atomic Energy Commission (dissolved in 1952), with a mandate to
make specific proposals for the control of nuclear energy and the elimination of
atomic weapons and all other major weapons adaptable to mass destruction. The
United Nations has been at the forefront of many major diplomatic efforts to
advance nuclear disarmament since. In 1959, the General Assembly endorsed the
objective of general and complete disarmament. In 1978, the first Special Session of
the General Assembly Devoted to Disarmament further recognized that nuclear
disarmament should be the priority objective in the field of disarmament. Every
United Nations Secretary-General has actively promoted this goal."

- (29 September, 2022) International Day of Awareness on Food Loss and
Waste Reduction

"Reducing food losses and waste is essential in a world where the number of people
affected by hunger has been slowly on the rise since 2014, and tons and tons of
edible food are lost and/or wasted every day. Globally, around 14 percent of food
produced is lost between harvest and retail, while an estimated 17 percent of total
global food production is wasted (11 percent in households, 5 percent in the food
service and 2 percent in retail).

The International Day of Awareness of Food Loss and Waste is an opportunity to
call to action both the public (national or local authorities) and the private sector
(businesses and individuals), to prioritise actions and move ahead with innovation
to reduce food loss and waste towards restoring and building back better and
resilient-ready, food systems."
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